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Anglesea Barracks 

If I had to take Hell I would use the 

Australians to take it and the New 

Zealanders to hold it. 

                               Gen Erwin Rommel. 

Hobart has re-started the program 

beginning with the AGM on Tuesday 11 

August 2020 at 7pm.  We have 

temporarily relocated our 

presentations to the RAAF Memorial 

Centre at 61 Davey Street, Hobart,  due 

to the restricted capacity in the Theatre 

at Anglesea Barracks with social 

distancing rules. 

A decision on the 2021 presentation 

location will be made later in the year 

when advice from health authorities 

and Defence is available. 

LIFE IS LIKE THAT 
During the recent lockdown with COVID-

19, a harassed mother supervising home 

schooling was asked by her daughter 

“Mum am I adopted?” 

“No” said her mother,  “ Not yet,  I only 

put the add in the paper last evening.” 

 

A visitor to a small country town in  NSW 

saw a lone church building and then 

seeing a clergyman in the street and asked 

him if he was the Anglican Rector.  No he 

told her, I am Father Smith and I am the 

‘soul’ agent in this town. 

 

                       

Editor of the RUSI Gazette is SQNLDR AW Robertson OAM, CSM, RFD,  Executive Officer RUSI of Tasmania 

QUOTE OF THE QUARTER 

RE-START OF RUSI PROGRAMS 

FOR HOBART. 
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  FREEDOM FLIES IN YOUR HEART LIKE 

AN EAGLE 

Dusty old helmet, rusty old gun, 

They sit in the corner and wait. 

Two souvenirs of the Second World War 

That have witnessed the time and the hate. 

 

Mute witness to a time of much trouble 

Where kill or be killed was the law. 

Were these implements used with high 

honor? 

What was the glory they saw? 

 

Many times I've wanted to ask them... 

And now that we're here, all alone, 

Relics all three of that long ago war. . . 

Where has freedom gone? 

 

Freedom flies in your heart like an eagle. 

Let it soar with the winds high above 

Among the Spirits of soldiers now sleeping. 

Guard with care and with love. 

 

I salute my old friends in the corner. 

I agree with all they have said . . . 

And if the moment of truth comes tomorrow, 

I'll be free, or by God, I'll be dead! 

 

. . . Audie Murphy, 1968 

 

 A MOVING AND 

MEANINGFUL POEM 

The poem  was written by one of  the most 

decorated American combat soldiers of World 

War II. He received every military combat award 

for valour available from the U.S. Army, as well 

as French and Belgian awards for heroism. 

 In spite of his financial difficulties, Murphy refused 

to appear in commercials for alcohol and 

cigarettes, mindful of the influence he would have 

on the youth market.   The headstones of Medal of 

Honour recipients buried at Arlington National 

Cemetery are normally decorated in gold leaf. 

Murphy previously requested that his stone remain 

plain and inconspicuous, like that of an ordinary 

soldier.” 

 Having survived  four major assaults and wounded 

on three occasions, he was killed in an aircraft 

crash at the age of 45.  A modest great personality. 

 

AUDIE MURPHY 

US Medal of Honour 
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A BAD DAY FOR SANTA 

Everyone of us has bad days from time to time and 

we mostly write them off to experience and suffer 

no lasting effect or retain any memorial of the 

events. 

One Christmas Eve, when Santa went out to carry 

out the pre-flight check on his Reindeers, he found 

that four of them were about to give birth and the 

other two had escaped from the stables and were 

nowhere to be seen.  He looked around to find the 

Elves who were the carers of the animals and lo and 

behold he discovered they had found his supply of 

rum and were much worse for wear, having 

consumed the lot. 

Just at that moment, Mrs Claus came in and told him 

her Mother was coming to stay for two weeks which 

revved him up again.  Thinking to get on with the 

task he thought he would load up the presents into 

the Sleigh. 

As he dumped the large sack onto the floor of the 

Sleigh, several floorboards splintered and toys and 

other gifts spilled all over the place. In addition, in 

trying to prevent the spillage Santa slipped and in 

trying to save himself ripped his SATNAV off the 

dashboard and cracked the screen. 

While he was contemplating all these disasters, 

there was a knock on the door. Opening the door 

Santa was confronted by a sweet and beautiful little 

Angel who was holding a very large Christmas tree. 

“Hello Santa” said the little Angel, “ I have come to 

wish you a very Merry Christmas and Peace and 

prosperity for the coming year, and I have bought 

you this lovely Christmas Tree.  Where would you like 

me to put It ?” 

And thus began the tradition of the Little Angel 

sitting on top of the Christmas Tree. 

 

BATTLE OF BRITAIN EVENTS 

2020 

Because of the restrictions imposed by the 

outbreak of COVID-19, the Annual Battle of 

Britain commemorations had to be scaled 

back to meet health requirements. 

The traditional Dining – In Night was cancelled 

and a smaller and local Church Service and 

Wreath Laying will take place. It is hoped that 

the Chief of Air Force (CAF) will be able to 

come down as planned but given the current 

situation with COVID-19, nothing is set in 

concrete. 

Plans are afoot to make the 2021 celebrations 

a major event to coincide with the 100th 

Anniversary of the foundation of the RAAF. 

AMERICAN CIVIL WAR PENSIONS 

Did you realize that the last pension 

entitlement from the American Civil War 

finished in May 2020 with the death of the 

last entitled recipient,  Irene Triplett,  who 

died in a Nursing Home in North Carolina. 

In 1865, Abraham Lincoln promised that the 

US would look after every veteran who had 

fought, their widows and Orphans. 

Irene Triplett’s farther enlisted in the 

Confederate Forces in 1861 but deserted a 

year later and joined the Union Army.  His 

daughter Irene was born when he was 83.  

She suffered a cognitive disability which 

entitled her to a pension of $73.13 a  month. 

The last widow of a serving soldier 

(Confederate) died 12 years ago and the last 

Union widow died 17 years ago. 
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RUSI LIBRARY 

Regrettably, the Department of 

Defence bureaucracy at Anglesea 

Barracks has seen fit to direct us to 

remove the Library from Defence 

precincts. The Library has been located 

in the Barracks for over 20 years. 

This represents a change in Defence 

culture from one of supporting our 

military history and heritage to one of 

stating that for any support they give 

there must be a return of value to the 

Department. This smacks of putting a 

‘dollar’ value on our activities, history 

and heritage. 

For over 95 years the RUSI of Tasmania 

has promoted Defence and Defence 

issues and the Defence image in the 

Tasmanian community. Many 

distinguished Tasmanian Soldiers, 

Sailors and Airmen have lent their 

name and support to the Institute and 

its activities over all those years. 

We have negotiated a deal with Hobart 

Legacy who will now allow us to house 

the Library in their premises from Fri ad 

25 Sep 2020. 

It seems that Defence wishes to cut the 

nexus we have enjoyed with them 

since the RUSI came to Australia in 

1888 (to NSW) and then the spread to 

all other states. The RUSI of Tasmanian 

was formed here in 1924. 

PASSING OF FORMER NATIONAL PRESIDENT 

OF THE RUSI OF AUSTRALIA 

Air Marshal Selwyn David Evans AC, DSO, 

AFC, a former Chief of the Staff (CAS) 

RAAF and a Past President of the RUSI of 

Australia, passed away in Canberra on 02 

September 2020. He was 95 years of age. 

David had a stellar career.  He flew in the 

Berlin Airlift in 1945 flying DC3 aircraft 

from the UK to Germany in an effort to 

break the Russian embargo of supplies to 

the beleaguered city. 

He commander No 2 Squadron (Canberra 

Bombers) in Vietnam in 1967-1968 and 

was Chief of the Air Staff from 1982 till 

May 1985 when he retired from the 

RAAF. 

He was very active in his retirement years 

writing a number of books and having 

involvement in the RAAF Association as 

National President, as well as National 

President of the RUSI of Australia. 

RIP Good and faithful servant. 


